
“If our principles are
right, why should we
be cowards?”

Lucretia Mott,
American abolitionist

and equal rights activist

Mission:
The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization,
encourages informed
and active participa-
tion in government,
works to increase
understanding of
major public policy
issues, and influences
public policy through
education and
advocacy.

The “Hot Topic” for this month’s general
meeting is Illegal Immigration and
Human Trafficking in Okaloosa County.

The meeting is open to the public, and
will be held at Shalimar City Hall, #2
Cherokee Road, Shalimar, from 10:00-
12:00 on Nov 17, Our featured speaker
is George Collins of the Okaloosa
County Sheriff’s Office (OCSO).

Our Sheriff’s Office has been very active
in immigration enforcement, which is
emphasized in OCSO training. In August
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LWVUS Immigration Study
As reported in the Sep Voter, the League
is currently studying immigration and its
impact on American society, in an effort
to reach consensus and take an official
position. Members of the Okaloosa
League stepped up to the plate and met
on Nov 3rd to study this complex issue.

Causes of immigration include the dis-
parity in living standards between the
U.S. and the developing world, and lack
of jobs at home coupled with the demand
for labor in the U.S. Market forces con-
tinue to attract workers from abroad, but
legal quotas are far below the numbers
required to keep the economy growing.

This disparity coupled with complex and
unresponsive immigration policies result
in significant unauthorized immigration—
currently estimated at one third of
America’s total immigrant population.

Studies indicate that while the federal
government and country as a whole
benefit economically from immigration
due to higher tax revenue and lower
prices, local impact is often negative due
to increased pressure on infrastructure
and services.

the Sheriffs of Escambia, Santa Rosa,
Okaloosa, and Walton Counties agreed
to form a joint task force to investigate
Immigration Issues, Human Trafficking &
Smuggling. Be sure to join us next
Saturday to get an update on these
issues from Mr. Collins.

For more details on OCSO and Task
Force activities, go to http://www.sheriff-
okaloosa.org/ and click on the “Immigra-
tion Information” link.

See you on Saturday!

We urge all members to read the one-
page study briefs located at
www.lwv.org/ImmigrationStudy/, and join
us at the LWVOC consensus meeting at
Shalimar City Hall from 10:00-12:00 on
Jan 5, 2008.

Make a difference: Help your League
reach consensus on this important issue.
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The Florida Legislature passed a joint
resolution proposing an amendment to
the State Constitution during Special
Session D in October. On Jan 29th voters
will consider Amendment #1: Property
Tax Exemptions; Limitations on Property
Tax Assessments. 

Regarding homestead property, this revi-
sion increases the homestead exemp-
tion, except for school district taxes, and
allows homestead property owners to
transfer up to $500,000 of their Save-
Our-Homes benefits to their next home-
stead. Regarding non-homestead prop-
erty, this revision provides a $25,000
exemption for tangible personal property
and limits assessment increases for
specified non-homestead real property,

2008 Florida Election Updates

Members old and new: it’s time to renew
your membership in LWVOC.

We have the lowest per member
payment in Florida; our events are free of
charge and open to the public; we have
an enviable record of community service
over our 45-year history; and we have an
exciting year planned (see Hot Topics
sidebar).

League needs your continued
involvement to successfully address

Reminder: Did you Renew Your Annual Membership?

Inclement weather forced cancellation of
the Oct 18 meeting of the Florida Taxa-
tion & Budget Reform Commission. The
hearing has now been rescheduled for
Wednesday, Dec 5, 2007, from 4:00-7:00
p.m. in the Mattie Kelly Fine & Perform-
ing Arts Center at Okaloosa Walton Col-

Taxation & Budget Reform Commission Hearing
Rescheduled

except for school district taxes.

Get details at www.votesmartflorida.org
by clicking on the link for the “Official
Ballot Summary.”

There are currently 47 active amendment
initiatives, but none has yet garnered the
~611K signatures required for inclusion
on the ballot. Be aware that LWVF will
NOT take a position on any proposed
amendment before it is on the ballot.
While League members may participate
in gathering signatures as individuals,
they may not do so in the League’s
name.

 As election year approaches, there are a
number of voter deadlines to keep in
mind. See the chart below for details.

voter education needs in a Presidential
election year.

Please renew your membership today,
using the form on the back page.

lege, 100 College Boulevard, Niceville.

Members of the public are invited to
share their recommendations on taxation
and budget issues with the Commission.

Plan to attend this important meeting and
make your voice heard!

Hot Topics

2007-2008

Illegal Immigration and
Human Trafficking in
Okaloosa County
• 17 Nov 07, 10:00-12:00,
Shalimar City Hall, 2
Cherokee Road, Shalimar.
Speaker: George Collins,
Okaloosa County Sheriff’s
Department. The public is
welcome.

Potluck Holiday Party
• 9 Dec 07, 1:00-4:00 pm,
1562 Glen lake Circle,
Niceville. All members
welcome.

Consensus Meeting on
Immigration
• 5 Jan 08, 10:00-12:00,
Shalimar City Hall. All
members welcome.

Proposed Constitutional
Amendment Review
• 12 Jan 08, 10:00-12:00,
Shalimar City Hall, speakers
TBD. The Public is welcome.

Sustainable Emerald
Coast
• 9 Feb 08, 10:00-12:00,
Shalimar City Hall, speakers
TBD. The public is welcome.

Political Parties: Where do
they stand on local
issues?
• 8 Mar 08, 10:00-12:00,
Niceville City Hall, with rep-
resentatives from the
Democratic, Libertarian and
Republican parties. The
public is welcome.

April Annual Meeting
• Date, time, location TBD.
All members welcome.

Be a part of it:
Democracy is

not a spectator
sport!
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Election
Presidential Preference
Primary
Primary Election

General Election

Date

January 29, 2008

August 27, 2008

November 4, 2008

Registration Closeout

December 31, 2007

July 28, 2008

October 7, 2008

We want you
to pay your
dues today!
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We missed you at the “Back to League”
meeting on September 29th!  Members
and guests celebrated both Women’s
Suffrage and the history of the League:
87 years nationally, 68 years in Florida,
and 45 years in Okaloosa County.

Displays illustrated the fight for Women’s
Suffrage and the League’s local, state
and national impact since 1920. Photo
albums and historical documents added
colorful details.

LWVOC also introduced its new “Febb
Ensminger Burn Yellow Rose” award, so-
named in honor of Mrs. Burn, whose
telegram convinced her son to cast the
deciding vote for Women’s Suffrage in
1920. The “Yellow Rose” will recognize
outstanding efforts by an individual to
promote democracy and civic involve-
ment in Okaloosa County and will be
presented for the first time next spring.
For information on how to nominate
someone for the award, contact Mary
Blackwell at bwell1@mac.com.

The “Back to League” meeting also wel-
comed several new members, shown in
the photo below. We are very excited
about these gains, as it means we have
already earned our “Pink Flamingo” from
the Florida League for increasing our
membership by 10%. We are on a roll,
so please invite your friends and neigh-
bors to the Nov 17th meeting!

Back to League Meeting: Recap

No-fault Insurance to
be Reinstated Jan 1st

Florida's no-fault auto insur-
ance law expired on Oct 1st

after lawmakers failed to
agree on how to reform it.
However, Governor Crist
pressured the legislature to
reenact the law, effective
Jan 2008, with significant
reforms to curb fraud.
The new law restricts the
type of health care providers
that may be reimbursed and
also limits fees for medical
care. Under the personal
injury protection clause,
payments for medical care
may only be made when
ordered or prescribed by
authorized medical care pro-
viders.
Florida drivers must still
carry damage liability insur-
ance, but until Jan 1st, the
driver at fault in an accident
could be liable for paying all
damages. Check with your
insurance company to make
sure you’re covered in the
interim.

CSEC Vision

Create a Shared vision of
success in 2030 for the
Emerald Coast Region by:
• Establishing quality com-
munities with a sense of
place within successful
urban areas and small towns
where citizens can live, work
and play;
• Sustaining prosperity with a
robust, diverse and sustain-
able economy that includes
a military presence;
• Acting as strong environ-
mental stewards by estab-
lishing an integrated and
enduring process to sustain
and improve our regional
environment; and
• Providing access to the
highest quality education,
health care and rich cultural
heritage.

Sustainable Emerald Coast: What is it?
Do you worry about our area’s natural
resources, economic prosperity and
quality of life? If so, you should follow the
activities of the governor’s Committee for
a Sustainable Emerald Coast (CSEC).

CSEC was convened by Governor Bush
in Aug 06 to bring together public and
private interests in Escambia, Santa
Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties to
focus on planning for the region’s future.

For over a year the Committee has
considered long-range planning issues
that will help the region prepare for the
next generation. The primary concerns
are sustainable growth and development;

environmental stewardship; economic
diversity and prosperity; and access to
education, health care and culture.

CSEC requests and welcomes public
input to the planning process, and invites
you to contribute to the dialog at
www.SustainableEmeraldCoast.com.
Details on specific goals and past
meetings are on the web site. See the
sidebar at right for CSEC’s vision.

The committee’s final report is due by
Dec 31, 2007, and LWVOC will showcase
the recommendations at our general
meeting on Feb 9, 2008, at the Shalimar
City Hall. We’ll see you there!

The League of Women Voters of Okaloosa
County Officers, from left to right: Fran Goodall
(Board Member), Mary Blackwell (President),

Debra Self (Secretary), Stan Berg (Vice
President), Carol Davis (Treasurer) and Mary

Hahn (Board Member).

New members of the Okaloosa League from left to
right: Kathy Foster, Maria Schabla, Sherry
Campbell and Alexis Tibbetts (not shown).
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Make
Democracy

Work!

Join the League.
Be a Voice

for Citizens and
a Force for
Progress!

Men can join
League, too!

Yes, I want to join a nonpartisan organization that encourages informed and
active participation of citizens in government.

Name(s): _______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

Phone: ______________Email: ______________________________

    $42.50 Individual      $21.25 Additional Family Member      $21.25 Student

Please make your check payable to LWVOC and mail to Carol Davis, Treasurer,
524 Dorado Drive, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548.

Please check (P) for participate or (I) for interest in activities below:

__ Education __ Voter Services __ Public Speaking
__ Environment __ Fund Raising __ Newsletter
__ Health __ Legislative Action __ Web Site
__ Social Policy __ Membership __ Telephone Team
__ Int’l Relations __ Public Relations __ Observe Gov’t Meetings

Join
today!


